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A famous English mathematician, astronomer and natural philosopher Isaac Newton was
born in the year of (1) in the town called (2). His father died early and
his mother whose full name was (3) brought him up. Newtons most important sci-

entific book Philosophia Naturalis Principia Matematica is usually called (4). The
book was published in the year of ().
Newton became a student of Cambridge University in the year of (6). After

graduation he stayed at Cambridge delivering lectures in mathematics. In Cambridge Newton
was at the height of his scientific and creative power. In 1703 he was elected the President of
the (7) of London and later, in the year of (8) he was knighted in
Cambridge and given the title of Sir.

Newton died on the 31st of March in the year of
the Cathedral called (10).

(9). He is buried in London, in
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Communicative language teaching

A foreign language should be taught with the aim to use it in practice for communicative pur-
poses. But this was not so until 1970s when the method of communicative language teaching
was introduced and new textbooks started to be used in schools, especially in Britain and USA.
The basic principle of the communicative language teaching is the idea that language should
be taught to interact and communicate. In the communicative classroom students learn how to
be able to use the knowledge for practical purposes, to communicate with people in different
situations. The teachers role in a communicative classroom is to facilitate and not to instruct.
The teacher has to stimulate and encourage the communicative process. This is achieved by
playing different communicative games and using real-life or close-to-real-life situations and
activities.

At a communicative lesson, a game should have its strict rules. Playing just to pass the time
is not effective. Before the game starts, it is a good idea to write some useful words on the
board. This ‘signals’ or helps the students to use the correct language. During a language
game, the teacher must note down students’ mistakes. The mistakes should be corrected and
analysed after the game is over. It is very effective to classify the mistakes into vocabulary,
grammar and pronunciation. mistakes. Classification of mistakes is also good for planning the
following lessons. Language games should be enjoyable and motivating. They should encour-
age students to participate in the activity and interact in a foreign language.

As for the communicative textbooks, they should first of all have games or activities which
stimulate communication and pupil interaction. Teachers are recommended to use realia,
which means authentic, from-life materials, such as, for example, real maps, street signs, mag-
azines, advertisements, newspaper articles, etc.

1. When was the method of communicative language teaching introduced?

2. What is the role of a teacher in a communicative classroom?

3. Does a game in a communicative methodology have any rules?

4, Why is it important to write some words on the board?

5. According to the communicative methodology, when should a teacher correct the mistakes?

6. What does ‘realia’ mean?
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In spring 2010 a group of specialist from the university of Tallinn, Department of Education,
conducted a research on the level of knowledge in mathematics, biology and world literature.
The research was conducted in 89 schools from both urban and rural areas of Estonia. The
schools which were selected for the research were the state schools only, i.e. the schools fund-
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ed by the state budget. The schools were selected by the university in cooperation with the
teachers union. The research was funded by the World Bank. The Ministry of Education of
Estonia was not involved in the school selection process, though they had been informed about
the research in advance.

The focus group was exclusively the 9th grade students, age 14-15. This is the age when stu-
dents finish the secondary education and get prepared for high school. The number of stu-
dents who took part in the research was 673. Equal number of boys and girls participated in the
research. They had to complete competence tests in the three above-mentioned subjects.
Each subject test had one hundred items. The items were of different difficulty: easy, moder-
ately difficult, difficult and very difficult. The test was computer based and strictly time limited.
Testing of the students took only two weeks but analyzing the tests results and preparing the
final report took three months.

The results of the tests showed that 363 students (54 %) received 7 points and above, out of
10 points maximum, in World literature; 182 students (27% ) received 7 points and above in biol-
ogy, again out of 10 points maximum and only 128 students (19 %) received 7 points and above
in mathematics. The results of the research showed that 9th graders of the state schools are
best prepared in World literature, and - worst prepared in mathematics.

At present the specialists from the University of Tallinn, are preparing recommendations for
the Ministry of Education of Estonia for an updated curricula in mathematics, biology and World
literature. In agreement with the Ministry of education, similar research will be conducted in all
school subjects in the near future.

AN INTEGRATED TEST IN ENGLISH AND COMPUTER
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